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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  
W ELCOME  L ETTER  

 

Dear Business Owner/Entrepreneur,  

 

Oconee County has a proven track-record of being a great place to live, work &  play! To that end, the 

community has been recognized in various publications supporting this statement.  From being one 

of the ñBest Places to Raise a Familyò to a ñTop 25 Arts Communityò to a community having one of 

the ñHighest Percentages of College Educated Population,ò Oconee County has received numerous 

recognitions in recent years. 

Northeast Georgia is one of the fastest growing parts of the state in terms of jobs, as well as 

population.  Oconee County is home to the Building Construction Products division of Caterpillar 

that is currently assembling small track -type tractors and mini -hydraulic excavators.  Further, the 

486,000 Epps Bridge Centre located along the Epps Bridge Parkway ð Oconee Connector corridor 

and the Athens Perimeter has seen several retailers and restaurants open up in recent months, 

adding over 430 jobs to the local economy and an additional 55,000 square feet of retail space!  

In Oconee County, we understand that operating a business is a difficult task.  For that reason, we 

have developed this resource guide to assist you in the identification of tools and resources that are 

available to help your business thrive in Oconee County.  Numerous points of contact are identified in 

this document, but if there are other questions that remain, please donôt hesitate to contact our 

Economic Development Department for further assistance.   

Through local, regional, state and federal contacts, your Economic Development Department stands 

ready to provide assistance to you and help you find resources throughout the region and the state 

that can help you make your business more successful.  We are committed to assisting you with 

diligence and creativity to help you start a business, grow your business, or find new ways to operate. 

Only a phone call away, we stand ready to help you work through the processes of getting you the 

assistance needed to allow you to open and/or grow your business in Oconee County.  Feel free to 

call the Economic Development Department at (706) 769 -5120 to begin this 

conversation.  

Sincerely, 

 

The Oconee County Economic Development Department 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  DEMOGRAPHIC   

I NFORMATION  

POPULATION  
POPULATION  (2016) ......................................................................................................................... 36,137 

HOUSEHOLDS (2016) ......................................................................................................................... 13,172 

FAMILIES  (2016) .............................................................................................................................. 10,463 

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE (2016) ..................................................................................................... 2.88 

OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS (2016) ...................................................................................... 10,704 

RENTER OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS (2016) ...................................................................................... 2,468 

MEDIAN  AGE (2016) ............................................................................................................................ 39.3 

POPULATION  AGE 18-29 (2016) ......................................................................................................... 4,910 

POPULATION  AGE 30-39 (2016) ......................................................................................................... 3,793 

POPULATION  AGE 40-49 (2016) ......................................................................................................... 5,356 

POPULATION  AGE 50-59 (2016) ......................................................................................................... 5,321 

POPULATION  AGE 60+ (2016)  ............................................................................................................ 7,570 
 

I NCOME  
AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2016) ....................................................................................... $100,659 

MEDIAN  HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2016) ............................................................................................ $78,135 

PER CAPITA INCOME (2016) .......................................................................................................... $39,067 
 

RETAIL  SALES  
AVERAGE MONTHLY  TAXABLE SALES (2016) ....................................................................... $485,000,000  

TAXABLE SALES PER CAPITA (2007)  ............................................................................................... $13,421 
 

L ABOR  FORCE  * 
TOTAL LABOR FORCE ........................................................................................................................ 18,136 

TOTAL EMPLOYED ............................................................................................................................. 17,398 

UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE ......................................................................................................................... 4.2% 

H OME  SALES  

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE (EXISTING  CONSTRUCTION - 2016) ................................................ $290,680  

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE (NEW CONSTRUCTION - 2016) ....................................................... $290,680  

 

* You can obtain more specific demographic data for Oconee County, multiple counties, or customized geographies that 

you desire - all at no cost.  Please contact the Economic Development Department at (706) 769-5120 for this data.  

* Labor Force Data for Oconee County in 2016: Source: Georgia Dept. of Labor, Workforce Information & Analysis  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

215,457  19 

Approximate number of 

business entities registered 

in Oconee County. 

Estimated Labor Force   

within the Oconee County 

region 

(December 2016 GADOL) 

Number of entities in 

Oconee County with over 

100 employees 

 

 

     

L ARGEST   

EMPLOYERS  

L ARGEST  EMPLOYERS  

CATERPILLAR  ............................................................................................................ 1,550 

OCONEE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM ............................................................................... 1000 

OCONEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ............................................................... 357 

WAL-MART .................................................................................................................. 300 

BENSONôS BAKERY ........................................................................................................ 265 

ST. MARYôS HEALTH  CARE ............................................................................................ 260 

UGA INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY SERVICES ................................................................ 200 

LOWEôS ........................................................................................................................ 185 

INDUSTRIAL  MECHANICAL , INC. .................................................................................... 180 

ZAXBYôS ........................................................................................................................ 179 

FAMILY  LIFE  ENRICHMENT  CENTER ............................................................................... 170 

ATHENS ACADEMY......................................................................................................... 156  

PUBLIX  ......................................................................................................................... 152 

KROGER ........................................................................................................................ 137 

HOME DEPOT ................................................................................................................ 125 

PRICE AVENUE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL ............................................................................... 116 

CHEDDARôS CASUAL CAFÉ .............................................................................................. 100 

1,800  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  GOVERNMENT  

CONTACTS  

OCONEE  COUNTY  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ............................................................................ (706) 769-5120 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ................................................................................................ (706) 769-5120 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  ................................................................................................. (706) 769-7060 

FIRE .................................................................................................................................. (706) 769-3938 

HUMAN  RESOURCES .......................................................................................................... (706) 769-3965 

OCCUPATIONAL TAX/B USINESS LICENSES ........................................................................... (706) 769-3910 

PLANNING  & CODE ENFORCEMENT ..................................................................................... (706) 769-3910 

PROPERTY APPRAISAL ......................................................................................................... (706) 769-3921 

PUBLIC WORKS .................................................................................................................. (706) 769-2937 

ROADS ................................................................................................................................ (706) 769-3912 

SHERIFFôS OFFICE (NON-EMERGENCY) ............................................................................... (706) 769-3945 

TAX COMMISSIONER  ........................................................................................................... (706) 769-3917 

UTILITIES  .......................................................................................................................... (706) 769-3960 
 

CITY  OF  W ATKINSVILLE  
CITY HALL  .......................................................................................................................... (706) 769-5161 

BUSINESS LICENSES ........................................................................................................... (706) 769-6980 

POLICE DEPARTMENT (NON-EMERGENCY) .......................................................................... (706) 769-6980 
 

CITY  OF  BOGART  
CITY HALL  .......................................................................................................................... (770) 725-7386 

BUSINESS LICENSES ............................................................................................................ (770) 725-7386 
 

TOWN  OF  B ISHOP  
TOWN HALL  ...................................................................................................................... (706) 769-0076 

BUSINESS LICENSES ........................................................................................................... (706) 769-0076 
 

TOWN  OF  NORTH  H IGH  SHOALS  
TOWN HALL  ...................................................................................................................... (706) 769-4289 

BUSINESS LICENSES ........................................................................................................... (706) 769-4289 
 

CHAMBER  OF COMMERCE  
OCONEE COUNTY CHAMBER  OF COMMERCE ........................................................................ (706) 769-7947 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

 

91.9%  5 7,000  

Oconee County High School 

Graduation Rate (2014) 

Schools recognized as   

Georgia Schools of            

Excellence for 2014-2015 

(MBES, OCES, OCHS, 

RBES, OCPS) 

Average number of  student 

enrollment within Oconee 

County School System 

Property Taxes in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

Millage Rates in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

 

EDUCATION   

CONTACTS  

K -12 EDUCATION  

OCONEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ................................................................................... (706) 769-5130 

COLHAM  FERRY ELEMENTARY  ............................................................................................ (706) 769-7764 

H IGH  SHOALS ELEMENTARY ............................................................................................... (706) 310-1985 

MALCOM BRIDGE ELEMENTARY  ......................................................................................... (770) 725-6700 

OCONEE COUNTY ELEMENTARY  .......................................................................................... (706) 769-7791 

OCONEE COUNTY PRIMARY  ................................................................................................. (706) 769-7941 

ROCKY BRANCH ELEMENTARY  ........................................................................................... (706) 769-3235 

MALCOM BRIDGE M IDDLE  .................................................................................................. (706) 310-1992 

OCONEE COUNTY M IDDLE  .................................................................................................. (706) 769-3575 

NORTH OCONEE H IGH  ....................................................................................................... (706) 769-7760 

OCONEE COUNTY HIGH  ...................................................................................................... (706) 769-6655 

ATHENS ACADEMY ............................................................................................................. (706) 549-9225 

PRINCE AVENUE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOLS ............................................................................... (678) 753-3000  

WESTMINSTER CHRISTIAN  ACADEMY ................................................................................. (706) 769-9372 

 

COLLEGES  & U NIVERSITIES  

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA (SWITCHBOARD) ......................................................................... (706) 542-3000  

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH GEORGIA - WATKINSVILLE  CAMPUS ................................................ (706) 310-6201 

ATHENS TECHNICAL  COLLEGE (SWITCHBOARD) ................................................................. (706) 355-5004 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  BUSINESS    

RESOURCES  

OCONEE  COUNTY  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  DEPARTMENT  
(706) -769 -5120  

23 N. M AIN  STREET  

W ATKINSVILLE , GA  30677  

WWW .B USINESS I NOCONEE .COM  

 

The Oconee County Economic Development Department oversees several programs and activities 

aimed at assisting local businesses and encouraging entrepreneurial investment in the community. 

 

¶ BUSINESS RETENTION  AND EXPANSION PROGRAM 

Oconee Countyôs Economic Development Department works with local businesses not only to 

maintain their business, but to expand operations where practical.  A visitation program ex-

ists where economic development staff meets the local businesses at their facilities in order to 

understand the issues affecting that particular business. 

Why would we do this?  Simply, we value the firms that have invested in the community and 

want to support their presence within the community.  By maintaining these open lines of 

communication, the community stays abreast of issues that could be jeopardizing the existing 

business and the business understands programs and various forms of assistance that can 

impact their expansion plans.  

 

¶ SITE  LOCATION ASSISTANCE 

The Economic Development Department provides assistance to businesses seeking to being 

operations or relocated a business to Oconee County.  By maintaining an inventory of proper-

ties that are currently zoned for various business activities, the Department is able to provide 

prospects with vital information in their search for a location.  At the prospectôs request, the 

Economic Development Department will connect the prospect with the property owner, man-

ager, or listing agent associated with the property. 

The Economic Development Department will also directly connect the business with appro-

priate departments within the local government structure that can assist them with their de-

velopment plans. 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  BUSINESS  

RESOURCES  

¶ OCONEE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  

In certain instances, the Oconee County Industrial Development Authority can assist 

businesses with financing mechanisms that are available within the community.  

Additionally, only a development authority may work with a business on tax incentives within 

the state of Georgia.  It is advisable that you contact the Economic Development Department 

early in your project in order to determine if you project would benefit from working with the 

Oconee County Industrial Development Authority.  

 

¶ TRAINING  & WORKSHOP SERIES 

The Oconee County Economic Development Department coordinates workshops for 

businesses and business owners in the community.  Throughout the year, the Department 

works with experts in a variety of fields to program workshops that are of interest and benefit 

to businesses in the community.   

If you have a topic to suggest, or if you are interested in facilitating a workshop, please 

contact the Economic Development Department.   
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  CHAMBER  OF  

COMMERCE  

OCONEE  COUNTY  CHAMBER  OF COMMERCE  
(706) -769 -7947  

55 N ANCY  DRIVE  

W ATKINSVILLE , GA  30677  

WWW .OCONEE CHAMBER .COM  

CONTACT : K AY  KELLER , PRESIDENT  

 

Business opportunities are plentiful in Oconee County.  Our county is literally the place for oppor-

tunity with all the attributes needed to locate or expand your present and future business or industry.  

Oconee Countyôs industrial park is vitally important to the local economy.  Business and industry ex-

pansions are visible while additional locations are being planned and constructed for future custom-

ers.  Oconee Countyôs location within the Atlanta/Athens transportation corridor, our pro-business 

climate, excellent secondary schools, and proximity to the University of Georgia an University of 

North Georgia contribute to our rapid growth rate...13th among 159 counties. 

A location in Oconee County will net many advantages, but perhaps none as important as business 

environment.  The visionaries of this community have assembled an optimum mix of amenities, in-

frastructure and incentives to ensure the success of your business or industry. 

The Chamber of Commerce, the Industrial Development Authority, county officials, and the Board of 

Education are all dedicated to the smooth and timely selection of a location for your facility.  A num-

ber of existing office, business and industrial sites are available.  In addition, the Industrial Develop-

ment Authority can assist in the acquisition of other sites and possibly help with the financing of your 

project. 

According to Websterôs Dictionary, opportunity means ña favorable time or occasion for a certain 

purpose.ò  Over the past decade, the leaders of Oconee County have worked diligently to create an at-

mosphere favorable to economic growth.  Hard work has paid off.  The time is here.  Opportunity 

awaits you in Oconee County! 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

12th  
$35,750,000  37.7% 

Ranking of City of Watkinsville 

in Best Places to Live in America 

by geographer Charles Nathan 

Anderson (2013) 

Revenue generated during 

2013 in Oconee County from 

direct tourist spending  

Percentage of Oconee Coun-

ty residents (age 25+) who 

hold  Bachelorôs, Masterôs, 

or Doctorate degrees 

 

 

     

EXTERNAL   

PARTNERS  

GEORGIA  SMALL  BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER  

www.georgiasbdc.org 

 

GEORGIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  - SMALL  BUSINESS  D IRECTORY  

www.georgia.org/business-resources/small-business-resources/Pages/default.aspx 

 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GEORGIA  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  OFFICES  

www.economicdevelopment.uga.edu 

 

NORTH  AMERICAN  I NDUSTRY  CLASSIFICATION  SYSTEM  

www.naics.com 

 

FIRST  STOP  BUSINESS  I NFORMATION  CENTER  - GEORGIA  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  

http://sos.georgia.gov/firststop/  

 

ENTREPRENEUR  M AGAZINE ôS SMALL  BUSINESS  RESOURCE  CENTER  

www.entrepreneur.com 

 

L IBRARY  OF  CONGRESS  - BUSINESS  REFERENCE  SERVICES  

www.loc.gov/rr/business/guide/guide2/guide2_main.html  

 

EXPORT -U 

www.export -u.com/exportu4/links  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

L ICENSING  &  

PERMITTING  - 

OCONEE  COUNTY  

L ICENSING  & P ERMITTING  

In addition to contact the Oconee County Economic Development Department for various forms of 

assistance, items included in the following checklist will help you get your business open. 
 

ß Meet with Oconee Co. Economic Development Department (706-769-5120) to identify potential 
resources available to businesses 

ß Meet with Oconee County Planning & Code Enforcement Department (706-769-3910) to deter-
mine specific zoning requirements for your proposed business 

ß Talk to Oconee Co. Utility Department (706 -769-3960) to determine water/sewer availability and 
initial costs  

ß Contact Oconee County Clerk if you intend to sell beer or wine (706-769-5120) 

ß Obtain necessary state licenses for alcohol sales, coin-operated amusement machines, motor fuel 
distribution, tobacco sales or other licenses, where applicable.  Information can be obtained at 
http://gtc.dor.ga.gov/_/#4  

ß Register your business Trade Name (i.e. ñDoing Business Asò) with the Oconee County Clerk of 
Court (706-769-3940)  

ß Publish your Business Name in the Oconee Enterprise (706-769-5175), the countyôs legal organ. 

ß Obtain a Federal Tax ID Number from the IRS website or by phone (800-829-4933) 

ß Obtain a State Tax ID Number by calling the GA Dept. of Revenue (877-GADOR11) 

ß Determine whether you need state issued licenses from the Georgia Secretary of Stateôs office 
(www.sos.ga.gov/plb/)  

ß Work with Georgia Dept. of Revenue regarding state tax requirements (877-GADOR11) 

ß Contact Oconee County Utilities to schedule connection and start-up of your utilities (706 -769-
3960)  

ß Obtain Local Business License or Occupational Tax Certificate from Oconee Co. Planning & Code 
Enforcement office (706-769-3910) 

ß Food service businesses must be inspected by the Oconee Co. Environmental Health office (706-
769-7060)  

ß Establish an Unemployment Insurance account (404 -232-3301) if you will have employees 

ß Contact your Insurance Agent regarding Workers Compensation Insurance and other insurance 
policies relevant to your business needs 

ß Work with Oconee Co. Chamber of Commerce (706-769-7497) to make business connections, join 
the Chamber, and plan for grand opening/ribbon cutting  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

L ICENSING  &  

PERMITTING  -     

W ATKINSVILLE  

L ICENSING  & P ERMITTING  

In addition to contact the Oconee County Economic Development Department for various forms of 

assistance, items included in the following checklist will help you get your business open. 
 

Ž Contact Watkinsville Code Enforcement Department to verify zoning requirements, sign 
requirements, etc. (706-769-5161) 

ß Meet with Oconee Co. Economic Development Department (706-769-5120) to identify potential 
resources available to businesses 

ß Meet with Watkinsville City Clerk (706 -769-5161) to determine specific zoning requirements for 
your proposed business, and if you intend to sell beer or wine 

ß Talk to Oconee Co. Utility Department (706 -769-3960) to determine water/sewer availability and 
initial costs  

ß Obtain necessary state licenses for alcohol sales, coin-operated amusement machines, motor fuel 
distribution, tobacco sales or other licenses, where applicable.  Information can be obtained at 
http://gtc.dor.ga.gov/_/#4  

ß Register your business Trade Name (i.e. ñDoing Business Asò) with the Oconee County Clerk of 
Court (706-769-3940)  

ß Publish your Business Name in the Oconee Enterprise (706-769-5175), the countyôs legal organ. 

ß Obtain a Federal Tax ID Number from the IRS website or by phone (800-829-4933) 

ß Obtain a State Tax ID Number by calling the GA Dept. of Revenue (877-GADOR11) 

ß Determine whether you need state issued licenses from the Georgia Secretary of Stateôs office 
(www.sos.ga.gov/plb/)  

ß Work with Georgia Dept. of Revenue regarding state tax requirements (877-GADOR11) 

ß Contact Oconee County Utilities to schedule connection and start-up of your utilities (706 -769-
3960)  

ß Obtain Local Business License from Watkinsville City Clerkôs office (706-769-5161) 

ß Food service businesses must be inspected by the Oconee Co. Environmental Health office (706-
769-7060)  

ß Establish an Unemployment Insurance account (404 -232-3301) if you will have employees 

ß Contact your Insurance Agent regarding Workers Compensation Insurance and other insurance 
policies relevant to your business needs 

ß Work with Oconee Co. Chamber of Commerce (706-769-7497) to make business connections, join 
the Chamber, and plan for grand opening/ribbon cutting  



 

hŎƻƴŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇǘΦ     ǿǿǿΦōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƛƴƻŎƻƴŜŜΦŎƻƳ      όтлсύ тсф-рмнл      tΦhΦ .ƻȄ мпрΣ ²ŀǘƪƛƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ D!  олстт 

OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

L ICENSING  &  

PERMITTING  -         

BOGART 

L ICENSING  & P ERMITTING  

In addition to contact the Oconee County Economic Development Department for various forms of 

assistance, items included in the following checklist will help you get your business open. 
 

ß Meet with Oconee Co. Economic Development Department (706-769-5120) to identify potential 
resources available to businesses 

ß Meet with Oconee County Planning & Code Enforcement Department (706-769-3910) to deter-
mine specific zoning requirements for your proposed business 

ß Talk to Oconee Co. Utility Department (706 -769-3960) to determine water/sewer availability and 
initial costs  

ß Contact Bogart City Clerk if you intend to sell beer or wine (770-725-7386) 

ß Obtain necessary state licenses for alcohol sales, coin-operated amusement machines, motor fuel 
distribution, tobacco sales or other licenses, where applicable.  Information can be obtained at 
http://gtc.dor.ga.gov/_/#4  

ß Register your business Trade Name (i.e. ñDoing Business Asò) with the Oconee County Clerk of 
Court (706-769-3940)  

ß Publish your Business Name in the Oconee Enterprise (706-769-5175), the countyôs legal organ. 

ß Obtain a Federal Tax ID Number from the IRS website or by phone (800-829-4933) 

ß Obtain a State Tax ID Number by calling the GA Dept. of Revenue (877-GADOR11) 

ß Determine whether you need state issued licenses from the Georgia Secretary of Stateôs office 
(www.sos.ga.gov/plb/)  

ß Work with Georgia Dept. of Revenue regarding state tax requirements (877-GADOR11) 

ß Contact Oconee County Utilities to schedule connection and start-up of your utilities (706 -769-
3960)  

ß Obtain Local Business License from Bogart City Clerkôs office (770-725-7386) 

ß Food service businesses must be inspected by the Oconee Co. Environmental Health office (706-
769-7060)  

ß Establish an Unemployment Insurance account (404 -232-3301) if you will have employees 

ß Contact your Insurance Agent regarding Workers Compensation Insurance and other insurance 
policies relevant to your business needs 

ß Work with Oconee Co. Chamber of Commerce (706-769-7497) to make business connections, join 
the Chamber, and plan for grand opening/ribbon cutting  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

L ICENSING  &  

PERMITTING  -      

B ISHOP  

L ICENSING  & P ERMITTING  

In addition to contact the Oconee County Economic Development Department for various forms of 

assistance, items included in the following checklist will help you get your business open. 
 

ß Meet with Oconee Co. Economic Development Department (706-769-5120) to identify potential 
resources available to businesses 

ß Meet with Oconee County Planning & Code Enforcement Department (706-769-3910) to deter-
mine specific zoning requirements for your proposed business 

ß Talk to Oconee Co. Utility Department (706 -769-3960) to determine water/sewer availability and 
initial costs  

ß Obtain necessary state licenses for alcohol sales, coin-operated amusement machines, motor fuel 
distribution, tobacco sales or other licenses, where applicable.  Information can be obtained at 
http://gtc.dor.ga.gov/_/#4  

ß Register your business Trade Name (i.e. ñDoing Business Asò) with the Oconee County Clerk of 
Court (706-769-3940)  

ß Publish your Business Name in the Oconee Enterprise (706-769-5175), the countyôs legal organ. 

ß Obtain a Federal Tax ID Number from the IRS website or by phone (800-829-4933) 

ß Obtain a State Tax ID Number by calling the GA Dept. of Revenue (877-GADOR11) 

ß Determine whether you need state issued licenses from the Georgia Secretary of Stateôs office 
(www.sos.ga.gov/plb/)  

ß Work with Georgia Dept. of Revenue regarding state tax requirements (877-GADOR11) 

ß Contact Oconee County Utilities to schedule connection and start-up of your utilities (706 -769-
3960)  

ß Obtain Local Business License from Bishop City Clerkôs office (706-769-0076)  

ß Food service businesses must be inspected by the Oconee Co. Environmental Health office (706-
769-7060)  

ß Establish an Unemployment Insurance account (404 -232-3301) if you will have employees 

ß Contact your Insurance Agent regarding Workers Compensation Insurance and other insurance 
policies relevant to your business needs 

ß Work with Oconee Co. Chamber of Commerce (706-769-7497) to make business connections, join 
the Chamber, and plan for grand opening/ribbon cutting  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

L ICENSING  &  

PERMITTING  -   

NORTH  H IGH  SHOALS  

L ICENSING  & P ERMITTING  

In addition to contact the Oconee County Economic Development Department for various forms of 

assistance, items included in the following checklist will help you get your business open. 
 

ß Meet with Oconee Co. Economic Development Department (706-769-5120) to identify potential 
resources available to businesses 

ß Meet with Oconee County Planning & Code Enforcement Department (706-769-3910) to deter-
mine specific zoning requirements for your proposed business 

ß Talk to Oconee Co. Utility Department (706 -769-3960) to determine water/sewer availability and 
initial costs  

ß Obtain necessary state licenses for alcohol sales, coin-operated amusement machines, motor fuel 
distribution, tobacco sales or other licenses, where applicable.  Information can be obtained at 
http://gtc.dor.ga.gov/_/#4  

ß Register your business Trade Name (i.e. ñDoing Business Asò) with the Oconee County Clerk of 
Court (706-769-3940)  

ß Publish your Business Name in the Oconee Enterprise (706-769-5175), the countyôs legal organ. 

ß Obtain a Federal Tax ID Number from the IRS website or by phone (800-829-4933) 

ß Obtain a State Tax ID Number by calling the GA Dept. of Revenue (877-GADOR11) 

ß Determine whether you need state issued licenses from the Georgia Secretary of Stateôs office 
(www.sos.ga.gov/plb/)  

ß Work with Georgia Dept. of Revenue regarding state tax requirements (877-GADOR11) 

ß Contact Oconee County Utilities to schedule connection and start-up of your utilities (706 -769-
3960)  

ß Obtain Local Business License from North High Shoals City Clerkôs office (706-769-4289). 

ß Food service businesses must be inspected by the Oconee Co. Environmental Health office (706-
769-7060)  

ß Establish an Unemployment Insurance account (404 -232-3301) if you will have employees 

ß Contact your Insurance Agent regarding Workers Compensation Insurance and other insurance 
policies relevant to your business needs 

ß Work with Oconee Co. Chamber of Commerce (706-769-7497) to make business connections, join 
the Chamber, and plan for grand opening/ribbon cutting  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

 

Property Taxes in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

Millage Rates in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

 

EXPORT  /T RADE  

PROMOTION  

I NTERNATIONAL  TRADE  ADMIN . (ITA) - U.S. E XPORT  ASSISTANCE  CTR . 
(404) 897 -6090  

75 F IFTH  STREET , NW  

SUITE  1060  

ATLANTA , GA  30308  

HTTP :// EXPORT .GOV / GEORGIA  

CONTACT : HTTP :// EXPORT .GOV / GEORGIA / ATLANTAUSEAC / STAFFDIRECTORY / INDEX .ASP  

 

The International Trade Administration strengthens the competitiveness of United States industries, 

promotes trade and investment, and ensures fair trade through the rigorous enforcement of our trade 

laws and agreements.  ITA works to improve the global business environment and help U.S. organiza-

tions compete at home and abroad.  Specific staff contact vary depending upon your business sector. 

 

GEORGIA  DEPARTMENT  OF ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  (GDE CD)  

I NTERNATIONAL  TRADE  D IVISION  
(404) -962 -4046  

75 F IFTH  STREET , SUITE  1200  

ATLANTA , GA  30308  

WWW .GEORGIA .ORG  

CONTACT : SHEHZIN  JAFAR , I NTERNATIONAL  TRADE  M ANAGER  

 

The Georgia Department of Economic Developmentôs (GDEcD) International Trade Team works with 

small- and medium-sized Georgia companies to enhance their export sales to international markets.  

GDEcDôs International Trade services help good companies become better companies through ex-

porting.  Exporting is not just about increasing profits; it is about diversifying markets and gaining a 

competitive edge through global exposure to new technology, innovations and competition.  With 10 

international offices in 10 countries and multiple local trade specialists, the professionals at GDEcD 

can help you with a variety of issues. 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  

 

Property Taxes in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

Millage Rates in Unincorporated Oconee Co.  

 

EXPORT /T RADE  

PROMOTION  

EXPORT -I MPORT  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  (E X -I M  BANK )  
(404) -897 -6082  

75 F IFTH  STREET  

SUITE  1055  

ATLANTA , GA  30308  

WWW .EXIM .GOV  

CONTACT : SUSAN  K INTANAR , D IRECTOR -ATLANTA  REGIONAL  OFFICE  

 

The Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex -Im Bank) is the official export credit agency of the 

United States.  Ex-Im Bankôs mission is to assist in financing the export of U.S. goods and services to 

international markets.  Ex -Im Bank enables U.S. companies - large and small - to turn export oppor-

tunities into real sales that help to maintain and create U.S. jobs and contribute to a stronger national 

economy. 

 

EXPORT -U 
WWW .EXPORT -U .COM  

 

The website is a partnership between UGA and the Small Business Administration that offers free 

webinars on subjects like global market research, secondary research, costing, approaching the mar-

ket, terms, risk, financing and more.  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  W ORKFORCE  

DEVELOPMENT  

ATHENS  TECHNICAL  COLLEGE  
(706) 355 -5000  

800 U.S. H WY . 29 N ORTH  

ATHENS , GA  30601  

WWW .A THENS TECH .EDU  

CONTACT : A NDREA  DANIEL , V ICE  PRESIDENT  OF  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  
 

Since 1958, Athens Technical College (ATC) has emphasized economic and workforce development.  

Today, over 100 technical certificate, diploma and associate degree programs of study provide stu-

dents with the educational foundation they need in order to begin work in a variety of business, life 

science, public service, and technical career fields.   

 

GEORGIA  QUICK START  PROGRAM  
(404) 253 -2800  

75 F IFTH  STREET , NW  

SUITE  400  

ATLANTA , GA  30308  

WWW .GEORGIA QUICK START .ORG  

CONTACT : M IKE  GRUNDMANN , D IRECTOR  OF  REGIONAL  PROJECT  OPERATIONS  
 

For more than 40 years, QuickStart has provided customized workforce training free-of-charge to 

qualified buisnesses in Georgia.  Today, the program is one of the stateôs key assets for supporting 

new and expanding industries.  QuickStart delivers training in classrooms, mobile labs or directly on 

the plant floor, wherever it works best for the company.  

 

GEORGIA  DEPARTMENT  OF L ABOR  
(706) 583 -2550  

150 E VELYN  C. N EELY  DRIVE  

ATHENS , GA  30601  

WWW .DOL .STATE .GA .US 

CONTACT : PHYLLIS  W INFREY , D IRECTOR  - ATHENS  CAREER  CENTER  
 

The Georgia Department of Labor (GDOL) operates a statewide network of electronically connected 

local Career Centers offering a wide range of services to both job seekers and employers.  The centers 

provide individuals seeking employment all the latest tools to find and keep that special job.  Employ-

ers will find assistance in recruiting new employees including a national job listing network, applicant 

screening, and space in the centers to conduct testing and employment interviews. 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  FINANCING  YOUR  

BUSINESS  

Many growing businesses and start-up companies lack the capital to expand and succeed in the local 

business market.  The following loan programs can help inject the necessary capital into your compa-

ny to strengthen your chances for success. 

SMALL  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION  (SBA) L OAN  OPTIONS  

 

¶ 7(A) L OAN  PROGRAM  

The 7(a) Loan Program is the SBAôs primary business loan program.  It is the largest of the 

agencyôs non-disaster financial assistance programs due to its loan size, allowable uses and 

funding availability.  This program has broad eligibility requirements and credit criteria to ac-

commodate a wide range of financing needs. 

The SBA guaranty reduces the lenderôs risk of borrower non-payment.  If the borrower de-

faults, the lender can request the SBA to pay the lender that percentage of the outstanding 

balance guaranteed by the SBA.  This allows the lender to recover a portion of what it lent 

from the SBA if the borrower canôt make the payments.  The borrower is still obligated for the 

full amount.  

To qualify for the SBA guaranty, a small business must meet the lenderôs criteria and the 7(a) 

requirements.  In addition, the lender must certify that it would not provide this loan under 

the proposed terms and conditions unless it can obtain the SBA guaranty.  If the SBA agrees 

to provide a lender with a guaranty, the loan must be eligible, creditworthy and structured un-

der conditions acceptable to the SBA. 

 

¶ 504 L OAN  

The 504 Program provides businesses with long-term, fixed -rate financing for major fixed as-

sets, such as land and buildings.  Proceeds from 504 loans must be used for fixed asset projects 

such as purchasing land & improvements, including existing buildings, grading, street im-

provements, utilities, parking lots & landscaping; construction of new facilities, or moderniz-

ing, renovating or converting existing facilities; or purchasing long -term machinery & equip-

ment.  Funds cannot be used for working capital or inventory, consolidating or repaying debt, 

or refinancing.  
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  FINANCING  YOUR  

BUSINESS  

 

¶ M ICRO  L OAN  PROGRAM  

The Micro Loan Program provides small loans ranging from under $500 to $35,000.  Under 

this program, the SBA makes funds available to nonprofit intermediaries that, in turn, make 

the loans directly to entrepreneurs.  Proceeds can be used for typical business purposes such 

as working capital, machinery and equipment, inventory and leasehold improvements.  Inter-

est rates are negotiated between the borrower and the intermediary. 

 

¶ EXPORT  TRADE  FINANCING    

The SBAôs Export Working Capital Program assists lenders respond to the needs of exporters 

seeking short-term export working capital.  This program assists exporters secure loans that 

facilitate the export of goods or services.  The EWCP supports single transactions or revolving 

credit lines.  The maximum amount of an export line of credit under this program is $1.6 mil-

lion with a 90 percent guaranty.  The maximum can be increased to $2 million through co -

guarantee between SBA and the Ex-Im Bank.  Loan maturities are generally for 12 month 

terms.  The guaranty can be reissued for an additional 12 months through an shorter applica-

tion process. 

 

 

Eligibility requirements can be found at www.sba.gov/services  

How to Apply:  Contact Georgia Small Business Lender (478) 751-6160 
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  ONLINE   

RESOURCES  

Getting Started  
 

MasterCard Business Plan Workbook www.mastercard.com/us/business/en/pdf/plan.pdf  , assists small 
business owners with constructing a business plan that encompasses each phase of their businessôs infrastructure. 
The plan provides solutions to help owners run their company in the most efficient manner by offering access to 
innovative card programs, value-added services, productivity tools, web-based reporting solutions, rewards, and 
savings. MasterCard supports small businesses by providing a framework for starting or buying a business, fi-
nancing or refinancing a business, and raising debt or equity capital, all backed by powerful, flexible, and creative 
payment solutions through MasterCardôs advanced technology. 

 

SCORE Business Plan & Financial Statement Template www.score.org/resources/business-plans-
financial -statements-template-gallery , provides business planning, finance, and sales templates to help small 
business owners acquire the essential tools and information for launching their business. Each template contains 
comprehensive business planning solutions and worksheets that enable owners to map out their ideas and pre-
sent a detailed narrative of their business plan to potential investors. You can receive assistance and advice from 
SCORE mentors and volunteers free of charge following completion of each template for your specific line of busi-
ness.  

 

Getting Certified as a Woman -Owned Business www.gwbc.biz/the -process , enhances the competitive val-
ue of women business enterprises through a certification process administered by the Womenôs Business Enter-
prise National Council (WBENC). The Greater Womenôs Business Council (GWBC) certifies legitimately owned or 
managed businesses by women through a 3-step online application process that grants membership status for 
women businesses up to a period of one year. The fundamental mission of the GWBC is to embrace diversity in 
todayôs growing marketplace through certification, education, and partnership opportunities across Georgia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina.  

 

Getting Certified as a Minority -Owned Business www.gmsdc.org , helps build a stronger, more equitable 
society by supporting and promoting minority business development. Applicants interested in becoming  a certi-
fied Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) can register for a free educational seminar and complete the 3 -step cer-
tification process online. Following successful completion of a new member orientation program, MBE -certified 
corporations can align with various government entities within the state of Georgia and gain access to invaluable 
business development resources.  

 

Identifying Your a NAICS or SIC Codes www.naics.com/search, allows businesses to properly identify their 
NAICS code by providing an online search tool and ñKeyword Searchò function for looking up the required six dig-
it code for their primary line of business. This service also cross-references four digit SIC codes to NAICS codes 
(and vice versa) for businesses switching from one coding system to the other. Professional assistance is offered at 
only $9.95 if a business is unable to identify its NAICS code using the search tools available. 

  

FAMEE Foundation with Free Membership for Entrepreneurs www.famee.org, the Foundation for the 
Advancement of Marketing Excellence in Entrepreneurs (FAMEE) offers an extensive array of resources that as-
sist small and medium sized companies in maintaining sustainable growth while adapting to new trends and chal-
lenges in the marketplace. A wide range of services are offered to help companies capitalize on their entrepreneur-
ial spirit and gain a competitive advantage over local or regional competitors. Marketing courses are conducted 
through FAMEE free of charge and consulting resources are available to companies searching for an in-depth un-
derstanding on how to better serve the needs of their clients or customers by enrolling in the marketing consult-
ing certification program designed specifically for small and medium sized businesses.  

http://www.mastercard.com/us/business/en/pdf/plan.pdf
http://www.score.org/resources/business-plans-financial-statements-template-gallery
http://www.score.org/resources/business-plans-financial-statements-template-gallery
http://www.gwbc.biz/the-process
http://www.gmsdc.org
http://www.naics.com/search
http://www.famee.org
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OCONEE COUNTY  

GEORGIA  ONLINE   

RESOURCES  

General Sites (Business Advice)  
 

AllBusiness , http://www.allbusiness.com/ , offers a number of short articles on all aspects of running a small 
business. You can find information on topics such as starting a business, incorporation, sales and marketing, ac-
counting and finance, franchises, buying and selling a business, insurance, and Internet and technology. A variety 
of business forms and guides are available for purchase.  

 

Business Week Online ï Small Biz , http://www.businessweek.com/small -business, offers news and advice 
for entrepreneurs on topics such as marketing, sales, leadership, and technology. There are special ñresource cen-
tersò on opening a franchise, comparing salaries, and purchasing health insurance and retirement plans.  

 

Entrepreneur.com , http://www.entrepreneur.com/ , has a vast array of resources on starting a business, buy-
ing a franchise, growing a home-based business, business opportunities, money and finance, sales and marketing, 
management, e-business, technology, and other topics.  

 

EntrepreneurialConnection.com , http://www.entrepreneurialconnection.com , powered by the National As-
sociation of the Self-Employed, offers free learning modules on topics vital to the success of the self-employed and 
micro -entrepreneurs (with less than 10 employees). Some of the topics covered include creating a marketing plan, 
financing, outsourcing, and wireless networks. You can also subscribe to a free e-newsletter, Get Connected.  

 

My Own Business, http://www.myownbusiness.org/ , is a free Internet course for anyone starting a business, 
whether big or small. It provides 12 lessons covering topics such as business communications, e-commerce and 
online marketing, and small business marketing. The course textbook may be purchased for a donation of $45.00. 

 

Small Business Administration (SBA) , http://www.sba.gov/ , has sections on starting a business, financing a 
business, managing a business, business opportunities, and disaster recovery. The siteôs library offers more than 
200 free publications, as well as forms, business magazine links, and frequently asked questions. The SBAôs  

 

Online Womenôs Business Center, http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/onlinewbc/index.html , also 
has a section called ñBusiness Basicsò that covers topics such as accounting and finance, growing your business, 
marketing, and procurement.  

 

Small Business Advancement National Center (SBANC) , http://www.sbaer.uca.edu/ , provides databases 
of local SBA offices, the Small Business Institute network, and a research archive of publications from 18 organi-
zations such as the Association of Small Business and Entrepreneurship and the Marketing Management Associa-
tion. The website also offers industry profiles, business plans, research articles, loan information, conference de-
tails, and international and domestic contact information.  

 

Small Business Development Center (SBDC) National Information Center Clearinghouse , http://
sbdcnet.org, is a virtual library of resources for small businesses. It includes annotated links to websites contain-
ing forms and regulations for business start-ups, demographic information, company information, patent and 
trademark information, industry research, finance, small business trends, marketing, and many more topics. You 
can also access the SBDC Counselor Toolkit, which contains actual examples of business plans, marketing audits, 
finance matrices, and other resources. This site is a good place to start your search for information and resources.  

 

http://www.myownbusiness.org/
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BPlans.com ï The Business Planning Expert , http://www.bplans.com/ , offers more than 60 free sam-
ple business plans that you can view online. It also features interactive calculators to determine cash flow, 
starting costs, conversion rate, and other figures to use in a business plan, and includes feature articles on top-
ics such as starting a business, marketing and advertising, growing a business, and managing your e-business. 
The companyôs Business Plan Pro 2005 business planning software is available for purchase through the web-
site.  

 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh ï Business Plans and Profile Index , http://www.clpgh.org/research/
business/bplansindex.html , lists types of small businesses and a corresponding sample business plan, profile 
or book about each type with sources provided after each entry, and provides links to small business web sites 
with online resources and collections of data for writing an effective business plan.  

 

SBA Business Plan Basics , http://www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/plan/index.html , offers help in 
writing a business plan, including an outline of what should be included in the plan and links to sample busi-
ness plans for dozens of different types of businesses. Explore various topics on the aspects of starting a busi-
ness, including obtaining business licenses and permits, learning about business law and regulations, financ-
ing your business, and filing and paying taxes.  
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BEAôs National Economic Accounts, http://www.bea.gov/National/Index.htm , provides ñan aggregated view of 
the final uses of the Nationôs output and the income derived from its production; two of its most widely known 
measures are gross domestic product (GDP) and gross domestic income (GDI). BEA also prepares estimates of the 
Nationôs stock of fixed assets and consumer durable goods.ò  

 

Georgia Department of Labor ï state labor & industry information ( www.dol.state.ga.us/wp/
industry_data.htm ). The Georgia Department of Labor provides a wide range of services to job seekers and employ-
ers. These include administration of Georgiaôs unemployment insurance, employment service, provision of workforce 
information to the public and private sectors, and oversight of child labor issues.   

 

National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) Research Foundation , http://www.nfib.com/
foundations/research -foundation/, is the research arm of the nonprofit small business advocacy organization with 
more than 600,000 members. NFIB produces the National Small Business Poll, a series of regularly published busi-
ness survey reports based on data collected from national samples of small business employers. Eight business sur-
vey reports are produced annually. The website offers downloadable copies of recent survey reports, as well as the 
monthly Small Business Economic Trends and the Regulatory Impact Model Forecasts.  

 

North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) , http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html , 
contains a searchable list of 2012 NAICS codes (with links to definitions), as well as tables showing correspondence 
between NAICS 02 and SIC, and tables showing correspondence between NAICS 02 and NAICS 12. NAICS was de-
veloped jointly by the United States, Canada, and Mexico to provide new comparability in statistics about business 
activity across North America and has replaced the U.S. Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) system.  

 

SBA Office of Advocacy , http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/ , offers research studies and data on small business-
es, finance, business owner demographics, regulation, exporting, and other topics. Among the dozens of down-
loadable reports is The Small Business Economy, an extensive annual report that provides information on small 
businessô performance in the economy. You can also subscribe to a number of e-newsletters on small business re-
search.  

 

U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) , http://www.bea.gov/index.htm , offers information on such key is-
sues as U.S. economic growth, regional economic development, and the position of the United States in the world 
economy. 

  

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Data , http://www.bls.gov/data/home.htm , includes time-series data covering 
employment and unemployment, prices and living conditions, compensation and living conditions, productivity and 
technology, employment projections and regional resources.  

 

U.S. Census Bureau Economic Programs , http://www.census.gov/econ/www/ , provides economic statistics by 
geography, sector (e.g., construction, retail trade, and transportation), and frequency. The site includes the Economic 
Census, which profiles American business every five years, from the national to the local level. The latest economic 
census reports are from 2002. Youôll also find statistics on county business patterns, e-commerce, foreign trade, 
monthly wholesale and retail trade, and many other economic topics.  

 

USA Today Money , http://www.usatoday.com/money/front.htm , provides daily updates on domestic and world 
markets, treasury securities, commodities, currencies, key interest rates, and other economic indicators.  

 

http://www.dol.state.ga.us/wp/industry_data.htm
http://www.dol.state.ga.us/wp/industry_data.htm
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Business Finance.com , http://www.businessfinance.com/ , allows you to search the funding criteria of over 4,000 
sources for business loans, venture capital, equipment leasing, and commercial real estate financing. You can search 
by type of funding (e.g., working capital or equipment finance), or you can limit your search to funding sources for 
businesses already in existence for four months, for businesses just starting up, or for purchase of a business or fran-
chise.  

 

Fintel Scorecard , http://www.fintel.us/products/businessscorecard.html , is a free online tool that allows busi-
nesses to benchmark their financial performance against similar-sized firms in their industry. Businesses need only 
enter their SIC code, eight figures from financial statements, and the number of employees to see how their company 
ranks in its industry, based on nine core financial ratios. Click on an individual ratio name to read about ways to im-
prove the firmôs performance on that ratio.  

 

National Association of the Self -Employed , http://nase.org/learningcenter.aspx , is a professional association 
for the self-employed and micro businesses (up to ten employees). The website offers a section on the ABCs of Fi-
nance that provides an overview of topics such as setting up a chart of accounts, inventory basics, financial ratios, 
and Small Business Administrations loans. You can also submit a finance question that will be answered by an 
ñexperienced consultant.ò  

 

SBA ï Financing Your Business , http://www.sba.gov/financing/ , provides information about raising capital for 
your business. It includes information about eligibility and preparation, SBA loans, contract surety bonds, equity 
capital, and special purpose loan programs.  

 

Understanding Financial Statements ï Beginning Accounting : Bean Counting 101 (www.a-systems.net/
part1.htm), is a 5-part free accounting course designed for ñnon-accountants.ò Dr. Arnold S. Grundvig, Jr. walks you 
through the fundamental basics of accounting, including how to balance your companyôs books, analyzing financial 
statements, debiting/crediting transactions, and calculating net profit for a fiscal year. Accounting software tools 
such as an accounting calculator, interactive financial statement, and mortgage refinance calculator are also provided 
so that you can be in control of your business or personal finances.  

 

Cash Flow Calculator (www.mplans.com/marketing_calculators/cash_flow_calculator.cfm ), is a free online tool 
that charts the effect of sales, inventory, credit terms, and other variables as it pertains to your companyôs cash flow. 
You can use the calculator to experiment with factors affecting cash flow and determine how it may impact your real 
business cash flow by altering several variables in the financial data chart provided.  

 

Mint (https://www.mint.com ): Free financial planning software that enables you to manage your money in a 
streamlined, accessible format. Simply enter your bank, credit card, home loan, and investment accounts into the 
database and Mint will quickly and securely pull all of your financial information together and organize it for you. 
You can see all your accounts in one place from your PC, desktop, smartphone, or tablet. Mint also lets you plan for 
the future by creating a budget based on your spending history and expenses.  

 

QuickBooks (http://quickbooks.intuit.com ): Small-business accounting software which lets you track your income 
and expenses, automatically pull information from your bank and Excel, and gather all of your tax information in one 
place. Easy to use and flexible to meet your personal or business financial needs. Receive customized business solu-
tions for managing money, creating invoices and estimates, and tracking sales and expenses. Accessible through web 
or mobile device, unlimited phone support, and automatic data backup as part of free 30-day trial plan.  

 

http://www.a-systems.net/part1.htm
http://www.a-systems.net/part1.htm
http://www.mplans.com/marketing_calculators/cash_flow_calculator.cfm
https://www.mint.com/
http://quickbooks.intuit.com/
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Marketing  
 

Duct Tape Marketing , http://www.ducttapemarketing.com/ , offers a number of free small business mar-
keting resources on topics such as developing a marketing plan, website marketing strategies, small business 
marketing blunders, and great referral strategies. The site hosts an award-winning blog that features posts 
from 22 small business experts.  

 

Mplans.com , http://www.mplans.com/ , contains a collection of free sample marketing plans. It also offers 
articles and advice for managing a business. ñMplans.com includes practical advice on planning, interactive 
tools, and a panel of experts who have answered more than 1,400 questions from people like you.ò The website 
is a free resource owned and operated by Palo Alto Software, Inc., which also sells its marketing software 
through the site.  

 

SBA ï Market and Price , http://www.sba.gov/smallbusinessplanner/manage/marketandprice/index.html , 
has a helpful section on marketing basics that provides information about all aspects of marketing, including 
market research, marketing strategy, and targeted marketing. Youôll also find information about creating a 
marketing plan, a list of 100+ marketing ideas, a guide to email marketing, and a marketing FAQ.  

 

 

 




